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W Am fofar from wondring at the extraordinary Concern whicla, 
 §§- you are pleafed to exprefs for the late bad News. of. our Colo-: 
= ny’s having come away from fo Valuable and. Impregnable 2 
Settlement, as that of which they were Poffefs'd, in the very Na- 
vel ofthe Trading World (ifI may properly fo call it). that Lhould 
much: more Wonder, ifany Man who carries ScotssBlood in hisV eins, 
and pretends to have any regard either forthe Honour, Intereft, or 
~ Reputation of his Countrey, fhould not, upon fo provoking an.Oc- 
cafion, contribute as muchas in him. lies, to retrieve fo great a Lofs. 
at any Rate, and have a juft Refentment againft the Authors of fo 

- Surprifing and Unaccountable an Emergency. | alae 
~ You tell me ( which is true ) that feveral People, according to: 


their different Interefts and AffeG@ions, as well as different Capaci-. 
ties to Penetrate into, and judge of, the true Grounds of fo. un- 
expected an Emergency, do vent their Opinions and Reflections 
varioufly concerning it: Some attributing it to the want, of due 
Care inthe Directors at home, to fend Intelligence, as wellas the 
needful Supplies of Men and Provifions to the Colony, in due time 5: 
fome to the emerity,Jmprudence and Incapacity,of thofe who. were 
intrufted abroad, with the Management and Government of the 
Colony ; fome ( who you fay are the far greater Number) to 
the effect of His Majelty’s Proclamations ifiued forth in all the 
Englifo Plantations of America, declaring the faid Settlement ille~ 
gal, and ftridtly intercomuning alt: Perfons thereunto belonging ; 
And you are pleafed to-defire my Sentiments of the whole Matter. 
~ Temay poflibly be reckon‘d no {mall piece of Prefumption in one of 
- my weak Talent,to venture upon fetting Pen to Paper, upon fo Criti- 
-cal'an Occafion‘as this is; and how willing foever Imight have been: 
atany other time to gratify your Requeft that way, I muft Contefs,.. 
{am info Splenetick a Mood, at this Juncture, that: my Inclinations: 
prompt. me but very little. to beftow. my Time.upon Seribblimg z: 
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Yet your Commands being always Indifputeable with me, I fhalf 
{upercede my own Inclinations at thistime, and freely give'you my 
Thoughts of the Matter, with all imaginable Candour, as fuc. 
cin@ly as! can, and commit the whole to your own Difcretion, 
being well affur'd that you'l Advife nothing thereupon, ‘but ‘what 
you aretully convined will be moft Suteable to the Honour, ' Inte- 
re{t, and Reputation of the Nation, which C by the by ) was, in. 
my humble Opinion, never ata lower Ebb than at prefent. Vay 

That the Directors of our! Indian and African Company at home;: 
are no manner of way Chargeable with any Omiffion or want of 
due Care in making early Provifions for Supplies to the Colony, or 
with any Mif-managements in taking wrong Meafures, uponfome: 
Occafion or other, or with too much EafineS and Credulity (as 
fome do alledge ) in fuffering themfelves to be Over-perfwaded, or: 
any otherways impofed upon by mercenary Pretenders, who at the 
fame time might poffibly have been the Tools for driving on a For- 
reign Intereft, for felff_h Ends, is more than I thall take upon me tO _ 
maintain too pofitively in their. behalf - But fure Il am, the many 
Dif-appointments, Difficulties and wicked Contrivances, which they 
were all along oblig’d to grapple with, both Abroad and at Home, _ 
made their Part very uneafie, and were enough to daunt the Refo- 
lutions of any privat Society whatfoever ; efpecially finding them- 
felves fo openly difcountenanc’d by Authority, thatthe Adventu- 
rers were thereby difcourag’d from paying in their Shares; yea in 
fo much that the Directors were not onty fheckled from purfuing 
many reafonable and convenient Meafures that they had in View, but 
were alfo often oblig’d to pawn their own privat Credit for carry- 
ing on, and doing thofe things that were indifpenfibly neceflary for 
fupporting the common Intereft, and wait for their Relief till a bet- 


_ ter Opportunity fhould offer. 


But whatever Efcapes they may be chargeable with, I dare con- 
fidently averr in their behalf, that they have Dire@ed to the beft of 
their Knowledge; and I doubt very much, whether the moft part of 
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| a Os & 
all thofe, who ever yet took the Liberty of Cenfuring their Actions, 


would have taken half fo Rational: Meafures, had-they. had the fame __ 


Game to play, and the fame Difficulties to encounter with: For, as 
the Directors were Chofen by the Solemn Ele@tion and Suffrage of 
all the Adventurers in the Joint-Stock of the (Company, °( wherein. 
the moft confiderable of the Nobility, Gentry, and whole Body of 
the Royal Burrows are concerned ) fo it muft be allowed, that the 
Generality of thofe in the Direction, are Perfons of as much known 
Honour, Probity and Integrity, and of as much Knowledge too, as. 
can be found of any other Set of Men in-the Nation: But the conti- 
nued Thwartings that they met with from time to time, did noton- 


ly neceflarly retard many of their Meafures, but made alfo fome of. | 


thofe Meafures prove altogether Abortive, tho’ never {fo rationally 
projected: And it’s very obfervable, that none have been more by. 
fie and meddling in Cenfuring their Condué all along, and even at. 
this time, than fome who had little or no-Concern: inthe Stock, 
and others who were ready upon all Occafions to throw Stumbling 
Blocks in their Way. But ’tis very eafy, and no new Thing, to e- 
ther Credulous Fools, or Defigning Knaves, ( who, alas/ are by 
far, the greateft part of Mankind ) to Cenfure the beft of Mens AGi- 
ons, without. ever confidering the Reafonablenefs of the Meafures 
they take, or the CrofsnefS of any Accidents they may meet with. 
And this brings into my Remembrance a Saying of the Renowned 
Sir Walter Raleigh, in his Apology for his Voyage to Guiana: As 
good Succefs admits no Examination, fo the contrary allows of no Excufe, 
how reafonable or juft foever. And indeed the Poct is very juft upon 
that Head : | Berbg | 
------—----- Careat fuccefibus opto | | 
— Quifquis ab eventu fatla notanda putat. Ovid. Epiff. af 

It is very evident by the Strain of the Adts of Parliament. and Let- 
ters Patent, eftablifhing the faid Company, that thofe who proje@ed 
that Scheme had in View, fooner. or later, no lefs Defiga than a 
Trade to both the Jadies and to Africa, and that by a more ES 
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‘Trade or Commerce. 
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oe ore than was ever before practi- 
In order whereunto, thofe in the Management thoughtit was not. 
only neceflary, to eftablifh a Free and Staple-Port in fome convenient. 
Place or Places on that Ifthmas or Nick ot Land, fitwated on theHeight. 
6f the World, between the North. and South Seas, formerly called: 
Darien, or im tome fach convenient Place, but alfo to raife a Joynt-- 
Stock futeable to the Greatnefs of fuch an Undertaking., ae 
And not imagining that privat Hands. in this Kingdom could of 
themfelves be able to: raife a fafficient Stock -for that Purpofe, ‘the. 
Grtt Offer thereof was made to our Friends at: London, who in nine’ 
days time concluded a Subfcription there, of 300000 Pounds Szer= 
ling, and paid inthe firt fourth Part thereof either in Money, Banke. 
Bills, or Notes payable on Demand, and further declared their Wil-. 
lingnefs to Subfcribe for as much more, if allowed: But you know: 
how that Subfcription was quickly renderid void by the Meafures. 
taken in the Parliament of England. Poe foils 
‘The next Attempt ( you know ) that the Dire@tors made for: 


ftrengthning their Stock and Interelt, was to endeavour the procu-: 
ring of Forteign Subferiptions for fome confiderable Sum ;, And in: 
Order thereunto, upon repeated encouraging Advices from feveral’ 
Parts beyond Sea, but more efpecially from Hamburgb, they fent: 
fome of their own Number, as Commiflioners or Deputees thither,: 
with whom foon after their Arrival, the Merchants of the faid City. 
of EZamburgh, enterd into Contract to joyn at leaft 209000 Pounds. 
Sterling with the Company's Stock: But you know. likewife, how. 
the Englifb. Minifters there, did, under Pretence of a fpecial War- 

sant from His Majefty, put a Stop thereunto, by giving ina Memo- 

rial'to the Senat of that City, Not only, difowning the Authority of the 
faid AAs of Parliament and Letters Patent, but alfo threatning both Se- 

mat: and. Inhabitants with the Kings outmo(t. Difpleafure, if they fbould: 
countenance or joyn with the Coinpany's faid Deputees, an any. reaty. of 


Not-. 


“yy 
a 
ne ~~ = mi Fe oF | 
AL eS, ‘ | Be | Vig 
AF Tae SPEARS AEF — (aN ney 
els — 


cect anil t 


oe Cee 
YER Jotwithftanding whereof, tho’ the Council-General and Court of 
-“iredors of the faid Company have, not only often Addrefsd and 
Petition’d the King and Privy Council of this Kingdom, butalfo His 
-Majefty’s High Commiflioner, and the Right Honourable Eftates of 
Parliament at their latt Seffion; And likewife, that the faid. Eftates 
- -were thereupon pleafed, by their Unanimous Addrefs of the sth. of 
 Auguft 1698 to His Majefty, Zo manifelt not only their own, and the 
: whole Nations Concern in that Matter, earneftly entreating, and. moft 
- affuredly expecting, that Elis Majelty would, in Fis Royal Wifdom, take 


- fuch Meafures as might effectually vindicat the Undoubted Rights and 


Privileges of the faid Company, and fupport the Credit and Intereft 
thereof; But were alfo pleafed in the fame Addrefs, To recommend the 
“Concerns of the faid Company to fome {pecial Marks of Elis Majefly's Roy- 


al Favour, as being that Branch of the Trade of this Kingdom, in which 


. Lhey and the Nation they reprefent, -have amore pecutiar Intereft. Yet 


Cit feems ) His Majefty has been all along fo taken up with the far - 


\ greater and more general Concerns of Europe, that, to this Hour, 
«4 have not heard of any manner f Redrefs that has been giver in 
-othat Matter. WOMIS TIN Aa 
- There were likewife confiderable Steps and Advances made by 
. feveral Merchants in Holland,particularly at Amfterdam and Rotterdam, 


“ -gowards a Sub{cription there ; But upon notice had of their Meetings ° 


with the Company's Deputees above-mentiond, and of the Succefs 
‘their Negotiations were like to have had, the moft:confiderable and 


~ Leading Men of thofe Merchants, who had {hewed moft Forward-. 


- ~pefs in that Matter, were fent for by fome of the States, and threat- 
ged that Meafures would betaken, to make them repent their Doings, if 


they perfifted any further in Treating with the faid Deputees, orif they _ 


avould joyn with the Scots Company.  . gba 
This, 1 remember, happend fome Months before the Hamburg bh-Me- 
smorial above-mention’d was prefented, whichI confefs makes iteleem 
a Problem to me,as well as to many others that have heard of it;Whe- 
ther the Englilh were influenc d by the Dutch, er the Dutch dy the ae 
bola] =: | olifh, 
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« glith, £6 deal fo unkindly by us: Butin fhort I think we ma 
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with the Prophet, Zhe Syrians before,and rhe Philiftines behind, 8c. 
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But to pafs over all'thefe previous Difcouragements and Difappoint- 


“ments, and to-come clofely to the Point in Hand, The Colony that 


“was firft fent away in Fuly 1698, for 
a, purfuant to the Inftructions then given, 


~-alfo fuch a Quantity of Provifions, as was 


“puted might have ferved for near 18 Months: 
~ Security, in cafe thofé Provifions fhould happ 
‘Advice could be had of their Settlement, anc 
' Provifions fent after them, there was likewife 


. the Coatt and American Wands, 


their Welfare and Safety, That 
from Scotland, the Directors di 
-. Parliaments Addrefs above-re 


dying ufelefs in Burntifland Harbour ; with’ Def, 


onthe 5th. day of September following: And ‘the Directors 


fettling a Plantation in Ameri- 
carried along with them 
ch an Undertaking, but 
calculated for a whole 
Year, and of {ome Particulars ( namely Stock-Fith ) what was ‘com- 
_ And for their further — 
en to fall fhort, before 
the frefh Supplies’ of 
3 a Cargo of Sortable . 
Goods, tothe Value of about 16000 Pounds Sterlin prime Cofthere, 
fent along with them, at the abfolute Difpofal.of the Council, for 
the Colony’s Ufe; which Goods were either to be Traded: with upon 
or Barterd for Provifions and other 
‘Nece.laries at the Council’s Difcretion, as fhould beft fute with their 
Circumftances for the time. Yet fuch was the DireGors .Care of 
» immediatly after- their Departure 
d, upon the Encouragement of the 
cited, apply themfelves’ in a: dutiful 
manner to His Majefly, by their humble Petition of the 16th. of du- 
gufe 1698, To beftow upon them, as a Gracious Mark of Fis Royal 
favour, the Uje of the two {mall Friggots. then ( arid to this Hour a. 
gn to fit them out, 
eceffaries for the Co- 
wait upon the Chief- 


not only abundance of all Neceffaries for fu 


as feon as poffible, ‘with Provifions and other N 
lony ; and appointed a particular Committee to 
Men in the Government, to defire their Affiftance in Seconding the 
faid Petition: But ina short time thereafter, they found it néeceflary 
to call a Council-General of the Company, whichaccordingly met *. 


: laying 
before 


ay cred 


« 


: 6 ae 
before them aReprefentation in Writing ( which contained an Ab- 
ftract of the then State of the Company's Affairs, together alfo with 


‘their own Opinion, what they thought neceflary to be done by the 


Company at that Juncture, with relation to a Supply: of Provifions 


and other. Neceffaries to be fent to the Company's Colony ) they 


thereupon ordered a further Proportion of the Company's foint-Stock 
to be call'd in, from the refpective Proprietors for that Purpofe. 
And upon the 9th day of November, The Court of Directors did, 
upon the Profpect of the Martinmafs Payments, come to a Refoluti- 
on, that aShip of near about 200 Tuns burden, fhould beboughe 


forthwith for the Company's Ufe, and that the buying and. fit. 
‘ting thereof, as alfo the buying of the needful Provifions tor a Sup- 
ply to the Colony, fhould be referred to a Committee which was 


appointed for that End; but after enquiry made in feveral Places a- 
bout fucha Veflel,they could find none reported to be fo fit for their 
Purpofe, as one that lay then in Leith-Harbour, expofed to Sale; 
which one of their Number bought, with a fpecial Condition to be 


free, if upon Survey fhe fhould not be found fit for the Company's — 


Ufe: And upon the r4th day of December ( which was near about 
four Months before any Word came fromthe Colony ) the Court of 
Directors gave Orders to conclude the Bargain for the faid Ship, ac- 


cording to former Agreement, and to fit her out with Provifions for — 


the Colony, with all poffible Expedition: But the Ship when 


bought (tho a known prime Sailer, and alter all the necefiary Pre- 


caution had in buying of her) happening not to be fo Sound as was 
expected, took a much longer time to be Repaired, than could well 
have been imagined, and could not theretore Sail asfoon as.was in- 
tended. ! Gy ae ts | | 
But in the mean time, the Directors being loath Cit feems) to 
Truft to the faidShip only, in cafe of Accidents, made it their Bufi- 
nefsto find out,and purchafe a good Sailing Ship, Ang/i/b-qualifed, 


~ to be difpatched from Clyde with Provifions, and the needful Advices 


for the faid Colony : And upon finding a Ship fo qualified, eres 
i B if. 
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| ~~ difpatched from Ciyde upon the 24 of February \aft; but tothe Com-. 


-pany’s and Colony’s ineftimable Lofs, the faid Veflel was caft away 
| on one of the Welt Iflands of Seottand: Of which Accident the Court 
\ of Directors had no Advice before the rath. Day of April: Andthe. 
Lofs was ftill the greater inthis, that the was bought fo qualified, 
| with a View to be ferviceable to the Colony, not only in'Trading 
mt upon the Coaft, but alfo in running backward and forward, to and. _ 
mt from any of the Evgli/b Plantations, with Goods, Provifions, and © 
Re Antelligence; fhe being qualified to touch there im the flricteft fenfe 
im ef the Englifh Act of Navigation. ~ ; ae a ate 
i You may remember likewife, that the other Ship abovemention’d 
aS wasjuft ready to Sail about the latter-end of March laft, being the 
time that the firft Advices arrived here of the Co/ony's Settlement and. 
sood Condition: But the Directors having Intelligence of ‘Three ~ 
i Spanifo Ships of Force, that were to Sail about that time from Cadiz 
fe to the We/f-Indies, with a Re-inforcement of Men, Arms and Am- 
munition, for Carthagena, under'the Command of Dow Piementel,. 
a : the prefent Governour of that City, and that he had: particular In- 
a | ftructions,with relation to our Settlement ; they thought it not fafe- 
| | to let the Company's faid Ship fail alone ; and thereiore ftopt her, 
till another Ship of Force might be got ready with. Men and Provi-. 
i fions; which accordingly being got, both the faid Ships fet fail 
ec from Leith-Road, on the r2th. of May laft, witha Recruit of 300 
Fl Men, about 900 Bolls of Wheat made into. Bisket and¥lower, as: 
a alfo a confiderable Quantity of Peafe, Pork, Oy!,Brandy,fome Beef, 
_ Arms, Ammunition, and other Necefiaries; carrying likewife along 
with them Advices, that a much more confiderable Recruit of Ships,. 
i Men; Provifions, Arms, Ammunition and other Neceflaries, were 
iM to follow with all convenient Difpatch, under Convoy ofthe Rifing- . . 
hg pe ) | i , 
And the Directors did aecordingly difpatch the RifmgsSun, and: 
three other Ships of confiderable-Force and Burthen,. from Greenock,. 
«| the 1824, Day. of dugu/t laft; tho: by. contrary. Winds-they ie 
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i (1) | 
(o as that they could not fail further chan the Ile of Bate, till the 2 4z% 
of September following: They had 1300 Men on board, with as ma- 
uy Ingineers, Fire-Workers, ‘Bombardeers, Battering Guns, Mor- 
tars, ‘Bombs, ‘and other Warlike Provifions, as: Cif fately arrived at 
the Colony in due time, and confidering the Situation’ and natural 
‘Strength of the Place) might reafonably be prefumed to have made 


it impregnable. ~ | on ASE : eh 
‘Nor was this all, for immediatly after the firft Advice that the Di- 
- -yeétors had of the Colony’s Settlement, they wrote back to the Co: 
tony, by the feveral Ways of New-England,  Famaica, Barbados, An- 
- -tegod, and the other Leeward I/lands, that thefe Recruits above-men- 
tioned were coming to them; and in the mean time, fent them an 
.-Hfenited and Difcretionary Credit, for buying of Provifions from 
) any of the Englifh Plantations, if they fhould happen to ftand in 
need thereof; Which Credit the Directors were induced to give, 

fom an Affurance that they had given them, by feveral Perfons at 
‘London, and in the Weft-Indies, of their good inclinations to Supply 

the Colony with Provifions, if fuch a Credit were given; and for 
that end, Printed Copies of the faid Credit were fent by the Way of 
London, to be difperfed over all the Englifh Plantations ‘in America. 
‘And upon the Faith thereof, feveral Sloops and Brigantins, freighted 
| full of Provifions, were difpatched from the Exgli/h Plantations to a 
| ‘our Colony; particularly from New-England, New-Tork, Road- \ 
| Tland, and Philadelphia; tho, alas: they happen'd to be too late, a 
| thofe of the Colony being unluckily come away from Darien, fome . 
“Weeks, before thefe Sloops could well be arrived there: So that this a 
“yas no fuch Imaginary Credit, as fome People would have us be- 7 
lieve it to have been. Yea further, even before the faid Credit was q 
| “Known in America, not only feveral Sloops went with Rrovifions | 
| ‘from famaica to the Colony, and Barterd their Provitions for other | | 

| ‘Goods : But alfo, a New-England Brigantin, freighted full of Provic | 
Fons, fold her Cargo to the- Council of the Colony, for Bills drawn ia 
‘ey them upon the Company s ie here ; Which Bills amounted 
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oe | 12 ) 
to about 700 Potinds biinbe ala were punctually paid according. 
ly. By whch it may evidently appear, that if no extraordinary 
Methods had been ufed to put a Barr to their begun Correfpondence, 
there had. been little or no Occafion for any {pecial Credit on parti- 


cular Perfons. > SE es Soih rreelia Ver Ways ae tig ie hy 
And upon the Directors having received the faid furprizing and 

unexpected News of their Colony’s coming away from Darien, they 
immediatly came to Refolutions of difpatching a particular Credit, 
with proper Advices, per Exprefs to New-York, by a Veffel then 
bound thither, where they underftood moft of their Men were, and 
to fend other Exprefles, by feveral Ways, in queft of both the firft 
and laft Recruits fent to the Colony ; with Orders to repoflefs them- 
{elves of their former Settlement,and to fend Supplies of Provifions and 
other Necefiaries after them, as foon as poflible; andto have from 
hence forward fome {mall Veffels or Advice-Roats, running conti- 
nually, backward and forward, with certain Intelligence, between 
this and the Colony, their former way of Correfponding having (it 
feems ) fail'd by reafon of the Proclamations above-mention’d; as 
fhall appear, more particularly, by and.by. | ue | 

And becaufe the Expediting of thofe feveral Expreffes, and fen- 
ding a Credit for Provifions, and other Necefflaries, could not ad 
mit of any Delay, at fo Critical a Jun@ture, they frankly engag’d 
their own privat Credits, for thofe {everal Purpofes, until the Com- 
panys own Money fhould come into Anfiver the fame; and in 
the mean time, they called a Meeting of tl 


the Council-General, who 
approved of thofe Refolutions: And feveral of the Councellours did 


likewife freely and generoufly joyn their own privat Credits with | 

that of the Directors, for the Purpofes aforefaid. 
In Purfuance of which Refolutions, the Directors fent a Credit of 

2000 Pounds Sterling to New-York by ) 


! a Gentleman,whom they fent 
Exprefs from hence thither, in the beginnin | 


ene ng Of October lat, with 
proper Inftructions futeable. to the Occafion. | 
| | | | They 
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They fent likesyife at the fame a by a Ship then bound from 
the Downs to the Leeward Iflands, and Famaica, a rew Councellour 
for the Colony, fully infiructed in relation to this Emergency, with 
Orders to go with all poflible Difpatch, in queft. of the Recruits 
lately fent to the Colony : And the better to enable him to execute 
effectually what was then given him in Commiffion, he carried a 
Credit of 1000 Pounds Sterling along with him. Since which, they 
have, in the Month of November latt, difpatch’d one of the Com- 
-panys own Ships, full of Provifions and other Neceffaries for the 
‘Colony, from Clyde ; ‘and fent another Councellour on board there- 
of, witha Credit of 500 Pounds Sterling more: And about the fame 
‘time, they freighted another Ship, which (ail'd from Forth fome- 
time ago, to carry Provifions to the Colony: And (astm inform d) 
are now upon 
vifions after them; the one from Forth andthe other from Clyde ; 
That from Forth being already agreed for, and bound by Charter- 
- Party to fail (God willing ) on the 207h. of Fauuary next. 

“Now this, being a fhort Abridgment of what I underftand, may 
be offered in Juftification of the Directors Care and Conduct: I 
fhall now proceed to give you a fhort View of what occurs to me 
at prefent, with relation to the Conduct of thofe, who were in- 
trufted Abroad with the Management and Government of the Co- 
lony, under the Name of Councellours. | 

‘That the Equippage fent by the Company on their firft Expediti- 
on, for fettling a Colony in America, was, in all Refpects, fuperi- 
or to any that was ever before fent on the like Account, by any pri- 
vat Society in Burope, is what I never heard in the leaft contraver- 
ted: And as the Generality of the Men who went on that Expedition, 

ave former Proofs to the World, in their refpective Stations, du- 
ring the laft War, of their Fitne(s for fuch an Undertaking ;. fo it has 
been agreed upon, by all that ever faw them, not only when they 
went away, but alfo after their Arrival and Settlement in America, 


that they were; feemingly,as hopeful and promifing a set of Men, as 
| ; ae : ; ever 
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difpatching forthwith two other Ships with more Pro-, 
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ever were feen (tothe Memory of Man) in thofe Parts ; had they 
_ been under the Government and Care of fuch Heads as were to be 
-wifh'd : But many People do fay, that the Council appointed for the 


Government of the Colony, was compofed of an odd kind of Mix- 

ture of Perfons, of Heterogeneous Humours and Principles, 

and that few of them were fit for that Station. _ Go Tenth a 
The Truth is, whatever may be in this,[m certain that the Diretors 


were at no finall Pains to invite fuch as they thought moft capable 


for that Station ; but it not being publickly known, where they 


were defign'd to fettle, there were but very:few Candidates; and 


-there’s nothing I know better,than that thofe of them who were moft 


ftrongly recommended as Perfons of Capacity, Honour and Honefty, 
-provd to be the leaft deferving ofthat Character, of all that went 


-under the Denomination of Counceliours. 


I wastold, indeed, that there was too much Emulation, Jealoufy, 
private Animofities, and Pique among themfelves; and that the bad 


‘Example thereof gave too much ground to believe, that the like Ani- 
‘mofities were diffufed among the inferior. Officers and others, as 
they ftood feverally affe&ed or engaged, more or Jefs, to this or that 


Councellour: Yet, by.the Influence of {ome few of the difcreeteft of 


-their number, for above Eight Months time together, they had fo 


much Prudence,as to fliffle thofe Divifions (as much as poflible) in 


all publick Concerns, for carrying on the common intereft; asmay 


evidently appear by the Unanimity and Difcretion of all their Ad- 
-vicesand Letters to the Directors at Home, as well as by their pub- 
‘lick Tranfadctions with fuch as had todo withthem in America ; par- 
ticularly in all their Tranfadtions, with the Zadzans, the Prefident of 


Panama, the Governours of Carthagena and Sancta Maria, and the 


Commander of a reach Veficl, which happen’d to be Shipwrack’d 
“near theirSettlement;& theirDiligence andCare in building of Houfés, - 


clearing of the Ground,, and fortifying of their, Settlement, in fuch 


‘manner, that it was lookd upon, by all that faw it, or had account 
‘of it, to be almeft Impregnable; till that about the latter-end” of 


Marck 
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‘March \att, by reafon ‘of the Abfence of fome, and Indifpofition of o- 


thers, fo few remaind, that for fome Weeks together, their Votes 
‘being only two of afide, and confequently all’ 


~ run generally fplit, 
Bufinels almoft at a ftand. 


“Yer fuch was the Excellence of the Conffitutions by which they 
reof, and by the Frovidential 
f a defperate Sicknefs, 


were to Govern, that by means the 
Recovery of one of their Number out o 
to caft the Ballance, they quickly wrought their own Cure : 
For by the affumption of Three or Four New Councellours, and 


‘the humorous withdrawing of two of the Old, whofe Places were 


thereupon defervedly declared Vacant; the Council wrought it 
felf(o into one piece, that their Actings look’dthen, like that of one 
“Man: And tho. the Seafon had, all of a fadden; (as is faid) fowred: 
fome of their Provifions (which continued very Gvod till the Rains 
‘eame on in April) and tho their Men turn’d afterwards very Sickly 
upon their Hands; yet they were firmly refolved to maintain that 
Place and Intereft to the laft, as appears by the Letters which they 
difpatched Home upon chat Occafion; preffing that Supplies might 
‘be fent to them with all Expedition. Pe r, 
“And in the mean time, they not only engaged one Captain Ephra-. 
im Pilkington ot Port-Royal ( who had been, it feems, fometime in: 
theirService,and was refolved to bring his wheleFamily to live in Ca- 
-edonia) to return with his Shallop full of frefh Provifions and firong. 
‘Liquors from ‘Famaica; but fent alfo a Sloop of their own thither, 
with Money and Goods to purchafe Provifions; yet neither the one, 
‘nor the other, could haveany, by Reafon of the Proclamation that 
-was publifhed there fometime before: And it is very obfervable, that: 
‘the faid Proclamation, was, for hafte’s fake,publifhed at Port-Royal.im 
Famaica, upon a Sunday, being. the gth day of April, to {top two» 
other: Sloops that were ready to fail from thence next Morning,with: 
Provifions and ftrong Liquors for Caledonia. ied 
“And the unhappy News thereof arriving at Caledonia, the x8zh-. 
day, of May, together: with.a.Copy of the{aid Proclamation;, as allo 
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awicked contrived Story, That the Company at home had, upon fome 
Occafion or other, Petition‘d or Addrefs‘d the Parliament of Scotland, 
andthat their Petition was unanimoufly rejected, and thrown with Dif. 
dain over the Bar; the Council and Colony were,as it were; Thunder- 
ftruck all at once, with thofe Accounts, efpecially when they con- 
fiderd the Treatment which they knew. the Company had met 
with at Lovdon, Hamburgh, and other Places, andthe malicious Ru- 
mors that were induftrioufly {pred hete, before they went away, 
of what the Parliament might poffibly be induced to do; fince it was 
whifpered as if the Commiffioner had had uftruGions to lay an Em- 
bargo on the Company‘s Ships; and not having received one fingle 
Line from Scotland {ince their Departure hence, they were eafily con. 
firmed in the belief thereof, and concluded, That certainly the Com- 
-pany was quite defeat andcrufh'd at home, and had not the libert 
of fending fo much asany Advice to them to fhift for themfelves, Alf 
which Suggeftions were fo fuccefsfully improved by the Perfon,whom 
[have heard, moft blamed upon that Occafion, that he found, at lat, 
the faid Proclamations gave hima Handle to fay or propofe any thing 
whatfoever, tho never fo villainous ; and particularly, Zhaz as, by 
the faid Proclamations, they were pofitively declared to have broken the 
Peace, by fettling at Darien ; fo of confequence they were declared Pyrates 
and that, as they could not think of flaying there, abandowd by aff Be 
World, fo it would be dangerous for them to go to any of the Britith Do. 
minions, for fear of Flanging: And therefore propofed, that they fhould 
ail directly to Hamburgh, or fome other Foreign Port, and difpofe of 
the Ships and Effects; or at leak to take up Money upon them, to p7 
the Seamen their Wages, Which Pretence, he thought, might fates 
ently baite many (at leaft the Seamen) to clofe with his Propofal: 
But the Propofal was fo felfevidently Wicked, Unnatural, and 


confiftent with the ‘Truft repofed in them by the Company, a 
it was exploded with Reproach, by all thofe who had any Ho. 
nour or Honefly in them, and fo fell to the Ground; Tho’ fhe 
coming away was what few or none (it{feems) faid any thing mata. 

rial 
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-rialagaini, after having got thofe Accounts: Nor indeed can I fee 
‘what could well be retorted to Captain p_.—---k, when he urged 
-¢hat all the Arguments made ufe of for {taying, were grounded at 
_beft but upon Suppofitions ; whereas their Reafons for coming -a- 
ways were grounded upon real Things, viz. the Proclamati one, 
- want. of Intelligence, and fcarcity ‘ot Proviftons. And indeed it 
- muift be allowed, that if no fuch Proclamation had been publithed, 
‘hie durft never have had the Impudence to have made fuch a wicked 

Propofal, at leaft fo openly, as is above narrated. OKT RG 
"Now to recapitulate the whole Matter, you fee the fun of what 
thofé in the Colony do offer in juftification of their coming away, 
-_ istheir being in fuch defperate Circumftances, that ina crowd -of 
-confuled and perplexed Thoughts, they believed the. longer they 
- swould-ftay. there, . the worle it would be for them: Becaufe feveral 
-Species’s of thofe few Provifions which they had leit, were rotting 
as they fay upon their hands; moft of their Men fell fick and weak- 
ly, with but flender Hopes of their Recovery, for want of frefh 
-Proviftons, ftrong, Liquors, and good Looking after ; and were out 
of all manner of Hopes of getting any Supplies, by reafon of the 
Proclamations, and the Story above-narrated, efpeciaily having had 
no Word from Scotland all the time ; which fully determin’d them 
in-that Fatal Refolution of coming away, ( Bag and Baggage ) 
Steering their Courfe to New-York, in Hopes to get fome Provifions. 
shere, in Barter for Goods, which ight—careythem to Scotland : 
But how Inhumanely they were Treated by the Government there 
(tho the Generality of the People were inclined to be kind tothem ) 
in their diftrefsd Condition, 1s too well known; as is alfo the Bar- 
barous Treatment, which thofe on board the Saint-Andrew met with, 
fom the Government of Famaica, upon her being ( it feems ) for- 
ced in there by Strefs of Weather, and to fhun the Barlavento-Fleet, 

which gave her Chace for fome days. | 
By all which, Cif true, as is, indeed, generally faid and believed ) 
it feems to me naturally ont. that, tho’ I'm far from fetting 
. See ee up 
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upto juify any Ecapes.or Onniificis; that the Diteétors ae Home 
may be truly, chargeable with, orto leflen any Imprudence, ?Rafh- 
nels or Divifions, that Lhave heard the Council of the Colony blamed 
for; yet the Burden of the Song till refts’ on the Effects’of thofe Pro- 


_¢lamations;-becaufe that, if thofe Proclamations had not béer pub- 


fithed, I-am morally affured, that eventhe groffeft Miftakes inothe 
Management, either at Home or in the Colony, ‘would have been: 
foon mended of Courfe, from the Experience that mult have been 
had of the Confequences of their own Omiffions and Miftakes. 

_ And whoever would be at the pains, but to-examine the firft Con- 
‘duct andManagement of the moftFlourifhing Trading-Companies this. 
day in Europe, might eafily find, that they have, not only in their Ine. 
fancy,but even alter a much longer ftanding, been guilty of,at leait,as 

grols Miftakes and Omiflions, asany that I ever, as yet, heard the 
Directors of our Company. juftly charged with, and that there is no: 
fiach thing to be precedented, or, indeed, reafonably expected,as In- 


fallibiliry in-any Humane Conduct ; efpecially ina Matter, where-. 


ef the good, aswell as the bad, Succefs muftneceflarly depend:on: 
a great many unforefeen Accidents. atl le dg 
And yet the Truth is, after all, The moft Plaufible and’ Material 
Objeaions, which [shave heard fuggelted againft the Forefight and 
Gare of the Directors at Home, are, .1/#, That they imployed: 
Perfons. in: Fitting out.the Ships, “Goods, Provifions, arid other Ne- 
ceffaries for their firft Expedition, as made no Confcience of the: 
Truft repofed in them ; for that the Numbers, Quantities and Qua 
lities of thofe Goods and Provifions, were far fhort of what they 
were given out for, and fome of them rotten, evembefore they went. 
from hence. And, 24y, That they fhonld Truft’to the Uncer- 
tainty of a Correfpondence,by the Way of England, and the Exglifb 
Plantations, and not beat the Charges of fending Letters and Advices. 
frequently by fome Packet-Boats of their own, directly from hence: 
to the Colony ; which: would undoubtedly have prevented their co- 
ming away in fuch: Defpair of being relieved: from hence; as. they 
fay. they did. : Te 
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or'Phisofeems indeed sat-firlt View, £0263, 
may be juiily. Anfwered: for: the, Court of D, 
thot imployed by them; forthe Purpofes, aforeiat 
of themown Nomber; :and chofen by the general Suffrage of the Ad- 
genkuveys i the Joint-Stock 5 cane “reputed Merchants of : 
confiderablé’ Subitance ahd ‘Dealings. “might. therefore be real; a 
nably prefum'd, not only to have-underitood,that Matter of buying f 
and providing Goods, Provifions and other. ‘Neceflaries for a Sea- 4 


Voyage, : 


AAs vy Charge, tho. it &§ 
areflons,  Firft, That | 


elaid, were not, only 


better than thofe Noblemen and other Gentlemen in the i 
Direétion, who never had Occafion. formerly to be concern d in a NY 


- Matter of that Nature; but alfo, that they themfelves being confide- 
ta bly interefted im the Joint-Stock and intrufted with the particular L 


Stock,of many: of their own Friends,Relations and Acquaintances yand 
deed with that which they mutt needs have known, was of Univer- a 
{i Concern to the whole Nation ;. Phat, they “would act.at leaft. as . 
tenderly and: con{cientioufly therein, as any other Perfons whatfo- : 
ever, who:were not {o immediatly concerned. a hes Maes 
—-Anébfor thee few Directors, who were imployed for buying thofe 
Goods and Provifions,. | dare confidently. affirm, in favour of fome of 
them, that they not only underftood, and:were pretty much accu: 
tomed with Di(patches of that kind, ( tho’ differing perhaps in the 
Degree ), but that they acted alfo with as much Care, Diligence, 
Integrity, andr eal, Zeal for. the. Company s, intereft, as.any in the 
Kingdom could have done,s fo,that I reckon, whenever that Matter 
is fully inquired into, and all -Circumftances coniidered, ic will be 
found, that there was 10 fuch great Abufe, in either the Quantities | 
| or Qualities of thofe Goods. and Provifions, as fome would have us a 
believe there was > Tho’ atthe fame time, C1 mutt confe(s.) I have, r 
peeve besinning, beard one or.two.of thofe Directors. extreme- i: 
iv blamed, for making fome Bargains for the Company, with an | 

alledged.vifible Advantage to themfelves:, And. tho’ it mult be gran- | 


ned, thatit. were much, better for the Company's Intereft, they had 
never acted. Wi 


“a thany fuch Selfth Views yet, grant ing they did fo, 
¢ which I do not believe ) ‘it is very potiible, they might have con- 
ie trived 
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trived Matters fo,.as to have fome Advantage: by: thofé Batgainsto 
themfelves, and yet the Company be-no great Lofers thereby. 

- Juft as I had done writing of the foregoing Paragraph, Ieame to- 
the Knowledge of a Declaration madeby Captain Robert Drummond, 
1 Commander of the Company's Ship, the Caledonia, now-lying- in 
N i | Clyde, with relation to the‘ Premifles > And: beeanfeiof et, pe 
. dinary Patnefs thereof, I procured’an exatt Copy of it, which. L 
fend you hereunto fubjoyned. 9 0 a 
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MN) Hereas T underftand, ‘that fome People take the Liberty to fay. 
“VY and give our, that our: Proviftons, which we carried. along 
wi th US from Ss cotland : were, for ‘the mofF part, rotten and: dan niffe d, 
Before wt (eahce Or 40 Ge" Pillage’ WaldsVnalabur fines frahen ean 
quite {poiled, even before we went from hence: I think my felfy\in' Das 
ty and Floneur, bound to declare; That on board your Ship the Caledos 
nia, which [ have the Honour to Commands all the Flower and OQat-Mea]’ 
Kept good till the Month of April, yea fome part thereof until the latter. 
end of June, as did alfa ‘the Gray Peafe, till we had little or nothing 0 
them left, in the latter-end of April :- And as for the Bread, Beef and 
z= Pork, they continued found and good, till the very laft Pound Weightiof 
@ them, It is true, the \rilh Beef ( tho’ véry- found) was nothing hits! 
S| fo good as the Scots Beef; for which Canfe we expended itifirft. Andas a 
mt Proof of the Scots Beef’s being extraordinary, when I came from on board’ 
- en Friday the 15th. inflant, [left four Barrels of it-ow board as found: 
a as ever it was, and Dined ona’ ptece of it very comfortably that Jame. 
es day, as did alfo the whole Ships Crew, ‘and J ‘doubt: tauch, whether in 
eC may not be all eates up by the Seamen before now, tho they have other: 
| Provifious on board, ~ HES o. OL manip’ | | 
T have failed for the {pace of eight Years together in- Americas dnd x 
i mupi needs fay, L never in all-that time had P rovifions whieh held re 
ie fo well, which Lhave often fignified to feveras Perfons in our paffage, , 
" | ‘ie i All. 


~~. 
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‘All this is true, as I’foall anfwer ? my Maker, and if required ) 
frall be own'd by the whole Crew. Witne[s my Hand at Edinburgh rhe 
day of December 1699. Jam, 3 ; | 
ate | : ? “My Lords and Gentlemen, 
To the Right Honourable, The 
Court of Directors of the Cons 
pany of Scotland, Trading te 
Africa and ithe Indies.. 


Tour Lordfhips moft Humble 
and moft Obedient Servant, 
ROBERT DRUMMOND: 


’ Nor is this. all’; for the faid Captain Robert Drummond declared 
further to my own hearing at one time ( feveral other Gentlemen 
being then prefent ) and at an other time (as I am pofitively infor- 
med) before Mr. Mackenzie the Company’s Secretary, and Mr. /7a- 
milton Clerk of the Canongate, at the Ship Tavern, That he the faid® 
Captain Robert Drummond caufed Over-haul all the Goods and Car-- 

o. that were on board the faid Ship under his Command, when 
they lay in Caledonia-darbour, and that, upor his. Confcience, 
there was not one Cask, Pack, Bundle, or Bale, inthe whole, when 
he compared thte Contents with the Invoyce, but what contained full 
as much as. was charged in the {aid Invoyce ; excepting only one™ 
Bundle of Twine, which he faid did not contain much above half 
of what it, was. charged for; and fome Hundreds of Sail-Needles 
too, which he faid was. wanting out of a Bundle that was charged 
sn the {aid Invoyee. 

" Fle declared likewife at the fame time; That all the time fie was: 
sn Caledonia:he never {aw onePiece of Beef or Pork, but what he 
himfelf, or any other Sea-faring Man, might make a hearty Din- 
ner on; but that poffibly fich as were all their Days accuftomed to- 
nothing elfe but. frefh Provifions, could not~ think fo well of it: 

Now, after fo pofitive and folemn Declarations made by the Perfon: 
who,of all Memlivin gfhould (and I believe does) know beft what was: 


under his own immediat Care, I muft beg leave to fay, that it can-- 


not but: grate upon the Spirit of any good Man, to find with what 


avintolerable Liberty Malice, Envy and Ignorance have; as it were, 


GON: 
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Copa) age tid 
combined together to derogat from the juft Merit of thofé Noble and 
Worthy Perfons, who are concerned in the Management of the Com-- 
pany, by endeavouring to afperfe their Condud, as if € forfooth ) 
they had acted like fo many Fools or Knaves,. or both; when,. in-. 
deed, by what is already faid, it may evidently appear to any Un- 
prejudiced and Impartial Judge: That ( confidering the Novelty 
of the Undertaking, the many unexpected Difficulties they met’ 
with, the Odnefs of the Tools they were obligdtomake ufe of, the 
Slownefs of Payments frem the Subfcribers, and the Faintnefs of any 
Countenance they had from Authority ) they have acquitted them- 
felves of their Trufl, far beyond what could be reafonably expe@ted 
from ( perhaps) any Sett of Men in the Nation: And I darecon- 
fidently averr, ‘That fome of them have olten neglected their own’ 
privat Afairs and Intereft by their clofe Attendance and unwearied’ 
Endeavours to promote that of the Company; without the leaft Pro- 


{pect of having any Immediat or Particular Advantage thereby, o- 
ther than the Glory of being the Chief Inftruments for laying the’ 
Foundation of, and Carrying on, fo Great and Good a Work, for’ 


the General advantage and Credit of tle Nation, as well as for the 


Particular Benet of the Adventurers. And the Matter being fo; 
I hope, no Good Man will think it Prefumptuous in me to fay, that. 


it may, perhaps, be thought fome kind of Reflection onthe Juftice of 
a Nation,that the unbridled Licentioufnels of fome Peoples‘Toneueés 

and Pens againit them, ihould pa{s fo long unpunifhed; when there’s- 
nothing more certain, than that Impunity hardens and confirms. 


Men in their Wickednefs : For Proof whereof, we fee that fome of 


thofe Perfons who firft begun to vent their Malice againft the Com- 
pany, only by Whifpers and flye Infinuations, ftick not now to’ 
break out into open Exclamations; Magnifying their own Prophe- 
tick Spirits ( forfooth ) as ifthey had torefeen all the Misfortunes 
that muft neceflarly have attended the Affairs of a Company,” that’ 
was under fuch Management; making even thevery Wifelt, ar f sane 
Coniderat Astiens of the Directors Conduct, the Subje@ of their 
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Buffoonry and Ridicule; And that they may the better, not only 


impofe on the .credulous and ignorant Multitude; but alfo diftract 
and confound the Judgement of even Difcreet and Unbyafsd Perfons, 
they make it: their daily Divertifement, firftto hatch, and then give 
Wing, to an indefinit Number of detracting and flanderous Stories, 


that have as little of Truth im them, as the Authors have of either 


Probity, Honour or Honefty = And knowing that thefe fpurious 


Brats of their own Invention, cannot poifibly belong Lit’d, becaufe: 
a very fhort Period of Time mutt, of Courfe, neceflarly demonftrat: 
their Falfehood, they providently take care to have whole Trcops: 
of them ready at Command, to fucceed one to another, thereby 
to. amule the|Brain-fick Multitude, withcontinued falfe Alarms; and 
having already,by fuch Means, declared themfelves fo openly Ene-. 

mies, not only to the Directors, but to the Undertaking in Ge- 
neral, they think (it feems) that fince they cannot Reafonably 


expect to regain their loft Credit with the Company, they had beft 


(according to the common Courfe of the moft Wicked of all Sin- 
ners ) endeavour to juftifie always one Crime by another greater 
than itfelf: And Fwvenal aludes very concifely to fuch fort of Men,, 


in his 6¢4 Satyr. = 
Fortem animum praeftant rebus.quas turpiter audent. 


But how agreeable foever the Poifonous Wit of fuch Envious ard. 
Defigning Slanderers, may pofiibly feem to many of the Heedlefs,,. 
Unwary, and Giddy-headed People of this Age, yet what mean O- 
pinion the Generous and Wife Romans entertained not only of them,. 
but alfo of fuch as gave them any Countenance, may be {een in the: 


few following Lines of Fforace. | 
_-——-.. Abfentem qui rodit Amicum, 
Quinon. defendit alio culpante, folutos 
Qui-captat rifus Hominum, famamque Dicacis; 
Fingere qui.non vifa potelt, Commiffa tacere 
Qui nequit; hic Niger eff, hunc.tu Romane cavetos. 
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_ But above all, ‘The grofsnefs of thefe Mens Folly does manifeftly 
appear by thefe Words of Solomon: He that hideth Haired with Ly- 
ing Lips, and he that uttereth a Slander, is a Fool, Prov. 10. 18. 
Andho w fecure foever thefe Fools, Scofters and Slanderers may i- 
imagine themfelves tobe at prefent, we have Affurance from the 
Words of the Wifeft of Men, that they fhallnot always efcape unpu- 
nithed : fudgements are prepared for Scorners, and Stripes for the Backs 
of Fools. Prov. ty. 29. © 2 = 

As to the fecond Objection, concerning Advice-Boats not being 
fent directly from hence to the Colony; It is an eafy Matter, after 
an Accident is over, to propofe fuch a Remedy, as might have 
prevented that Accident: But who could have dream’d of {uch Pro- 
clamations, unlefs we had been at open and declared War with Eug- 
fand> And in the Name of Wonder’ who-could ever have imagi- 
ned, that fuch Rigorous Proclamations, or indeed any atall, fhould 
be iffued forth againft us, in the Name of our own Sovereign, who 
gave our Company firft a Being, and of whofe Protetion, we had 
all poflible Affurance, not only, in common, with the reft of the 
Nation, as weare his Subjects, but in a very {pecial manner, by 
the Conceifions of his Royal Grant, by Letters. Patent under the 
Great Seal of this Kingdom, as well as by three feveral Aéts of Par- 
Jiament in favours of our Company. . 

By the firft of which, namely the 32d. A@ of the rb. Seffion of 
‘this current Parliament: “‘It is {pecially provided for the Encou- 


“* ragement of fuch, as fhould become Adventurers by Joint-Stock ; 


*¢ in-carrying on of Trade to the Eaf? cr Weft-Indtes, or to the Coaft 
“ of Africa, That if, in their Endeavours for the Advancing and 
“ Promoting of Trade to any of-the {aid Parts, they fhould happen 
* to be attack d, violently feized, or otherways difturbed by Perfons 
“not in open War with Their Majefties; That then, and in that 
“ Cafe, Their Majefties would be pleafed to order, that the Reco- 
“very of the Ships and Goods fo feized, or otherways molefted 
“and hindred, be carried on and profecuted by publick 


M Ys 
* and at publick Expente. cans 
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By the 32d. A& of the 4th. Seffion of this current Parliament, “The 
« (aid Company is not only Impowered to Equip, Fit,Set out, Freight 
and Navigat their own,or hired Ships,in Warlike or other manner, 
& as‘they fhall think fit, to any Lands, Iflands, Countreys or Pla- 
“ cesin Afta, Africa or America: and there to plant Colonies, build 
€ Cities, Towns, or Forts in, or upon, any Place or Places not Inha- 
“ bited, or in, or upon, any other Place, by ‘Confent of the Natives 
-« gud Inhabitants thereof, the fame not being poffefsd by any Ba- 
“* yopean Sovereign, Potentat, Prince or State; and by Force of 
— °€ Arms to defend their ‘Trade and Navigation: As alfo to make 
 ® Reprifals, and to feek and take Reparation of Dammages done by » 
 € eq or by Land, and to make and conclude ‘Treaties of Peace and 
~ €& Commerce, with the Sovereigns, Princes, States, Rulers, Go- 
¢ vernours or Proprietors of the aforefaid Lands, Hlands, Countreys 
< or Places, in Affa, Africa or America; But alfo, His Majefty, a- 
moneft feveral other confiderable Conceffions, is gracioufly plea- 
fed to promife, “ that if contrary to the Rights, Liberties, Priv.~ - 
“ ledges, Exemptions or Agreements mentioned in the faid AG, 
& or contrary to the general ‘Treaties of Peace and Commerce be- 
é tween His Majefty and any Potentat, Prince or State, in Amity 
cc ith His Majelty, the Ships, Goods, Merchandife, Perfons or o- 
“ ther Effects whatfoever belonging to the faid Company, ihould 
« happen to be ftopt, detain’d, embezel’d or away taken, or in a- 
& ny fort prejudgd or damnified, that His Majefty would interpofe 
“ his Royal Authority to have Reftitution, Reparation, and Satis- 
“ &4ion made, for the Dammage done, and that upon the publick 
66 : in , aa 
Bee the 3d. A& in favours of the Company, namely the 4rd. | | 
A& of the 5th. Seffion of this current Parliament, “ It 1s {pecially &g 
‘ fatute and declared, that, for the Encouragement of the Compa- v 
“ wy of Scotland Ti rading to Africa and the\ndies, it fhould be lawtul \ 


go the Magiftrats and others, the Adminiftrators of the oa | 
tow A ; ‘ : 2 ; ‘ eS QO . We. | 
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“: Good of Burrows; as alfo, to theDeacon,Matfters, and other Admi- 
niftrators whatloever of any Incorporation,or Body,orCompany in- 
“ corporat or Collegiat within this. Kingdom, to adventure, and 


“putin, Money belonging to their refpective Adminiftrations, in 


“ the Stock of the faid Company : Which they could not warran- 
tably do without fome fuch. Act. mi 


And feing the whole Body. of the Royal-Burrows, and the moft _ 
confiderable other. Incorporations.and. Bodies Collegiat in this King. 


dom, as wellas many Noblemen, Gentlemen, and particular: Bur- 


sefles did, upon the Faith of thofe Acts, become Adventurers in 
the Joint-Stock of this Company, it were almolk an abfurd thing 


in. the Directors, ( efpecially when: perhaps. all the Money they 


were ther Matters. of, was, not fufficient to anfwer the Company's 
prefling Occafions )to. have been at the trouble & expenfe of fetting up 


Packet-Beats,as aRemedy againfttheEffects of Proclamations, which, 
I may fay, would have been undutiul in them. to. have-dreaded.. 


But yet, to let you fee the Effects of thofe Proclamations, even: 
in point of bare Correfpondence; | do affure you, that feveral of the 
Company's. Packets directed'to the Council of their Colony, under: 
cover-to particular Friendsin the Axg/z/h Plantations of America, are 


to this Hour lying in the Hands of thofe Friends; who wrote back 
hither, “That by Reafon of the Strictnefs and Severity of thofe 
** Proclamations, they durft not: venture to. foreward the faid Pac- 
“kets to the-Colony; becaufe, if they fhould happen to be difcover- 
‘““ ed in-holding any fuch Correfpondence (as lento. One but they. 
“ would ) the leaft that they could expect, was Confinement, and 
““to.be afterwards fined.at the next Grand Seffion, by the Difcreti- 


“* on ofa Jury, andthat the Difcretion of that Jury would bedire- © 


““ Ged by the degree of Lovethey bear our Country, and the Wifh- 


** es they have to the. Profperity of an Undertaking of this Nature.. 
By which: itis plain, That the Proclamations have put a ftop to the. 
Colony’3-getting Intelligence from hence, and that if no fuch Procla-. 
mations had. peen.illued forth, there had been. no fuch indifpenfible- 
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Neceffity for Packet-Boats,to have been fent directly from hence te 


the Colony, at leaft before the Diretors had an account of their 


Settlement, as fome mighty Pretenders will tell us now there was. 
_ And yet neverthelefS, it’s evident by what hasbeen already faid, 
that the Directors did pofitively intend to have difpatched a Veflel 


with Advice andProvifionsto the Colony very foon after their De- 


_parture from Leith; and for that end, ufed all other endeavours by 
Petition, and otherwife, to have procured one or two of the fmall 
Friggots, which are {till lying ufelefs in Bruntifland-Harbour, asbe- 
ing the fitteft they could think of, for that Purpofe; andin regard 
that the Parliament was pleas‘d to order the building of thofe Frig- 
gots for the Security and Advantage of the Trade of the Kingdom, 
and that the Conclufion of the General Peace, took away all man- 
ner of Occafion for them inthe narrow Seas, it was thought they 
could not be otherwife fo well imployd, asin carrying on and fup- 
porting the Defigns and Intereft of thisCompany, elpecially fince the 
Eftates of Parliament, by their Addrefs,formerly recited, were pleaf- 
edto exprefs a fingular Concern for it's Profperity and Welfare. And 
if the Direétors {aid Petition’ had been feconded, as well as was ex- 
pected, and that they had got the Ufe ofall or any of thefaid Frig- 
gots, there had been, in all probability, no fuch occafion of Cla- 
mour again{t them, as now there is, for not having fent any Ships 
directly from hence to the Colony, foon enough, with Provifions 
and Intelligence. | is; | 

But neverthelefs, ’tis likewife evident, by what has been already 
narrated, that upon the Directors lofing Hopes of procuring any of 
the faid Friggots, they came to a politive Refolution of difpatching 
a fall Vefiel, direély from hencetothe Colony, with Advice and 
Provifions, in the Month of Fanuary at turthett ; tho’, as crofs Fate 


would have it, fhe happend to befuch a Ship, as could not well be © 


fitted out for fucha Voyage, in fome Months time thereafter: Upon 
difcovery whereof, they fitted another {mall Vefiel, which faild 

from Clyde in the Month of February, but was unluckily Shipwrack’d 
| ; | Wenz | by 
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by aviolent Storm on the Weft-Coalt of Scotland, as I have former- 
ly narrated. | Se RI ack all a ee 
Vet fill there are ome, who (right or wrong) will have the Ma- 
gagement bear the fole Blame. of all the MiC-fortunes that have hap- 
pend to the Company and Colony, and’ ftick not to. fay too, that’ 


the Colony’s coming away, in the manner they did, was not occa- 
fiond fo much by the Effects of thofe Proclamations, as by the: 
‘Treachery and Villainy ot fomeoltheir ownm-Number. = 
Well, let us for once fuppofe there was Treachery in the Cafe; 
does that leflen the Efects of thofe Proclamations? No certainly, 
but rather aggravates: For if there was any Treachery in the cafe, - 
thefe Proclamations gave the Traitors a better Handle to work by, 
than any other Pretence they could have made ufeoh Sreee 
I would gladly know further, whether we can fuppofe there could 


~ 


be Treachery, without fuppofing at the fame time, that fome Per~ 
fonor other mutt have brib’d the Traitor? And if fo, it feems na- 
tural to believe, that none would be fo ready to do that, as fome of 
thofewho were concerned in iffuing forth thofe Proclamaticns: So. 
that fill we are cloven to pieces witha Wedge of the fame Timber, — 
~ Nay further, what if(notwithfanding of thofe Proclamations) the: 
Colony had never budged, but remained fullin their Settlement, in 
a fourifhing Condition; and that they had been in fuch Circumfian- 
ces, that the Proclamations could have done them no Harm? Shall. 
any.Man therefore mantain, that the iffuing forth of thofe Procla_ 
mations was a good and harmlels Thing? Sure no Man has Face 
enough to fay fo: For, their having, or not having, the delign’d 
Efeét, could not at all alter the Nature or Intention of them, ~ 
But really,for my part,! cannot conceive how it could be poffible, | 
for a Colony, confifting of the King of Britains Subjects, to have. 
been in any fuch good circumftances, but that thofe Proclamations. 
muft neceflarly have-done them a vaft prejudice, if not ruin‘d them ; 
For, fuppofe that inthe Month of May laft, when they got the firft 
Copy of the JamatcaProclamation, they had been all’ in perfect 
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Health and Vigour, and had had plenty of frefh Feovifions, flrong 


. Liquors, and all other Neceffaries whatfoever, lying by them in 


ftore; What then? Mutt they not have feen at firtt view, and con- 


- fidered, that by the faid Proclamation they were declared to have aétu- 


ally broken the Peace entred into with his Majeftys Allies, by fertling 


at Darien; and that therefore they muft expect to have been treated 
as Pyrates? Mauft they not have confidered, that tho the faid Pro-. 


clamation was emitted againft them in the King of England's Name 
only, that yet the fame perfon was King of Scotland alfo ; and that 
the Matter being fo, they could have. but {mall Hopes of being vi- 
soroufly protected by the King of Scotland again{t the King of Eg- 
jand’s Proclamations? Muft they not have confidered, that their 
then declared Enemies, the Spaniards, would undoubtedly be there- 


by encouraged to purfue their Ends againit them with greater Affu- 
| rance and. much more Vigor, than perhaps otherways they durft. 
have done? “Mutt they not have confidered, that upon every the 


leaft Difcontent or capricious, Humor of any of their own People, 


this Proclamation would be made: ufe of as a Handle to be very 


croublefome and uneafy to the reft ofthe Colony ? (as indeed it has: 
been to their fad Experience) Muft they not think, that fince the 
fiid’ Proclamation was publifhed in: his Majefty’s Name, that un= 
doubtedly it muft needs have been legally founded upon fome po- 
{itive Law, tho’ they knew nothing of it? And mutt not the Con 


-{ideration of all thefe together, have diftracted and confounded the: 


Thoughts, Refolutions, and Meafures of any. Sett of Men that could. 
have been in the Colony ?) unlefs they had unanimoufly refolved to: 
have turn’d Pytates indeed; and to have calt off all manner of Lo- 
yalty and Obedience to his Majefty; And in that fame cafe, they 


mutt have refolved to have been diLownd by Scotland, as well as. 


by England : And if fo, pray from whom then muft they have ex- 
ected Protection ? 


* And here I cannot faffer my felf to. pafs by,. without taking no= 


any 


ticeof fome Perfons, who would pretend to. palliat er skin over 


ny 
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| | any thing that may relate to thofe Proclamations,upon a Suggettion, 
l as if they had been (forfooth) neceflarly emitted in compliance with, 
i and in profecution of, an alledged Eugli/b AG of Parliament; and 
i that therefore any particular Perfon or Perfons, cannot well be quar- 


i 


relied for the fame: Which being a Suggeftion that cannot well be | 
i obviated, without having recourfe to the Englifh AGs of Parliament; 
es; and but few People here having occafion to be acquainted with them, 


I reckon it may not be thought much amifs to touch fuch of them, 
: ascan any ways relate to the Matter in hand, and fhalltherefore do 
it asfuccinetly as | can. , 


_ Every Body knows, that’by the Englifh A&t of Navigation, 12. 
ie Car. x. Cap. 18. Lt is Enacted, that no Goods fhall be imported into, 
a or exported out of, any of the Englith Plantations in America, in other 
cc Vejjels than fuch as belong only to the People of England, or ireland, or 
Wales, or Town vi Berwick, or any of the faid Plantations; and where- 
“i of the Mafter and three Fourths of the Mariners foall be Englith, under 
e the Pains and Penalties mentiond in the faid Ad. Since which 
Ag time, neither we, nor the People of any other Nation, can pretend 
to any Right, or Freedom of ‘Trade and Commerce, with the {aid 
1 Plantations, except in Ships qualified as above: So that the having 
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of any fuch Freedom, is what the Company never contended for. 
By the very fame Act, It wu likewife [pecially Enaded, that ne Su- 
gars, Tobacco, Cotton-Wool, Indicoes, Ginger, Fuftick, or any other 
i. Dying Wood, of the Growth of any Englith Plantations in America, 
i foall be tranfported to any Place, other than to fome Englith Plantation, 
e er to England, Ireland, Wales, or Zown of Berwick, om pain to for- 
| feit both Ship and Cargo. And this being a particular Enumeration 
|) of the feveral Commodities, which are prohibited by the faid A& 
- to be tranfported into any Place or Plantation belonging to For- 


ia | reigners; it follows of Confequence, That all manner of Provifions, 
i and other Neceflaries whatfoever, which were not prehibited by 
' the faid AG, might be tranfported from the Evg/i/h Plantations, in 
ee Ships qualified as aforefaid, whetherfoever the Mafter fhould ae 
| fitt,. | And 
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_ And that it has been, all aoe the conitant Practice of fach i 
_ Mafters, as Sail commonly from New-England, New-Tork, and the 
ether Northernmott Plantations of America,to do fo, is what, I fup- 
pofe, none that knows any thing of that Trade will deny: And 
tho’, upon Complaints made, in the Year 1695, to the Parliament 
of England, of {ome Frauds and Abufes committed in the Plantation- 
Trade,contrary to the Act above-recited, they thought fit to fuper-. 
induce fome new AG, with very ftri@t Claufes, to inforce, and put 
in Practice, the true Intent and Meaning of the faid firft AQ; yet F 
dare adventure to fay, that no Man ‘can let me fee an Act of the 
Parliament of England, laying any fuch Reftraint on the Inhabitants 
of the Exglifb Plantations in America, as that they cannot carry or 
fell Provifions-to any Forreign Place or Plantation what{cever - 
Which makes the Hardfhips of thefe Proclamations {till the greater 
in this, that we, who are His Majefty’s own Subjects, flould be de- 
* 


nyed the common Benefit of having our Colony fupplied with Pro-: 
vifions, from-t nglifp Plantations, by Enxglifb. Vetiels, in the & 
ordinary way of Commerce ; while, at the fame time, it is moft 
certain, that neither the Dutch at Curacao, the Danes-at St. Thomas, 
the French at St. Chriftophers, Martinico, Petitguavis, or Fiifpanio- 
Ja, nor the Portuguife at the Maderas, or Teffera-I/lands, were, ever’ 
to this Hour, denyed the Benefit thereof, except in the Cafe of de-: 
clared War: And even then too, the felling them Provifions, ancb 
perhaps fome other Merchandife likewife, is often wink't at; as is’ 


at thistime, the carrying: of Provifions, Negro’s and otlier Com-. ; 
modities, from the: Exg/i/b Plantations, to feveral parts of the Spa--_ a 
nifp Dominions in the Weft-Indies :. So that, to our Comfort, we ‘4 


are the only Nation uncer Heaven, (that I could ever yet hear of ) 
- againft whom any fuch Proclamations: have been publifhed by the 
| Baglifh,in their American Plantations. | \ 
Nor was: it thought enough, that, upon the firft Orders fen is 
from‘ England, dated, as lam informed, the fecond Day of January: | 
n6g%, the-faid Proclamations, againft our Colony, were pubbibed 
PPK, im 
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Ces | 
in Barbados and Famaica in the Month of April, and in all the other 
EnglifbPlantations,in fome {hort time thereafter;But that,upon fecond 
Orders,a fecond Fleece of Proclamations fhould be likewife published, 
by the fame Perfons, and in the fame Places, to let the World {fee that - 
the firft were not grounded upon Mitlake, but that they were ‘re- . 
(olvedto make their Putt good: For upon the sth day of September 
lat, a fecond Proclamation, pretty near in Subftance with the for- 
mer, was publithed in Barbados; and fome of thofé. lately come: 
fom New-lork, inthe Company's Ship the Caledonia, do Report, 
‘That three or four Days before they fet {ail from thence, there were 
freh Orders arrived at New-England, tor emitting and publifhing 
fecond Proclamations in thofe parts, again{t our Colony ; which 
sives us fufficient ground to believe that like Orders were fent to. 
ali the other Plantations. | 7 ae 
Vet fuch as havea Mind to be Talking, will always find fome-. 
thing to Amufe the Multitude withal, be it never fo little to the 
purpofe: And thus we find fome People ftill urging, that notwith- 
ftanding of thofe Proclamations, {ome Inhabitants in the Augli/h — 
Plantations, who are Zealous Well-Wifhers to this Undertaking, 
have, fince the Publication of thofe Proclamations, 4ent fome Sloops. : 
and Brigantines to the Coloxy ; and that therefore the Proclamati- 
ons were not the Occafion of the Colony's coming away from Dari- 
en, but that the fame proceeded from other Caufes; and that if the 
Colony had ftaid ftill, and maintain d their Settlement, more Sloops 
and Brigantines would, beyond all peradventure, be fent. to them 
fom time to time, till the Company's own Ships fhould arrive 
there. ° | | 
Well ? All thisis very plaufible; and I think our Nation, as well 
as the Company, is very much beholden to the Generous and Kind 
Inclinations ef thofe Gentlemen, who ventured any part of their 
own Intereft fo frankly, to fupport that of the Company or Colony; 
But, as ‘it happend, Pray what was the Colony the better for it? 
Did any of thofe Sloops or Brigantins arrive at Darden, before the. 
Colony’s 
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Colony’s Departure thence? Or Bai de Colony fo much as the leaft 
Advice, that any fuch Vefiels were a-coming to them? No certain- 
ly, I fuppofe no Man can or will fay fo; And without that, ‘they 
fay nothing at all: For, how mean foever my Opinion may per- 
haps be of the Colony’s Conduct and Refolution, not only upon that 
unlucky Occafion, but in other Refpedts too: Yet Ihave fo much 
Charity, as to believe fincerely, that if they had expe@ed any fuch 
Veflels to have come to them with Provifions, in any reafonable 
time, or if they had known, that they had any fuch real Friends 
and Well-Withers in the £ug/zfb Plantations, as it, feems they had, 
or that Supplies and Recruits were fo near them coming irom Scor- 
land, that they would not have come away from Darien, at leaft, 
before they had had fome certain and pofitive Orders from the 
Company, how to behave with relation to thofe Proclamations : 
But fo it is, to their own and the Company's Sorrow, as well as the 
Nations Difgrace, whatever may be the Occafion of it, away, you 
fee, they are come, as ill Luck would have it : rg 
Que volunt Fata, non tollunt Vota. LA Let 
Upon the Directors having received certain Intelligence of this 
Tragical and Unexpected Emergency, they laid the whole Matter in 
Writing before the Council-General of the Company; who there- 
upon thought fit, in moft Dutiful and Humble Manner, to repre- 
fent the {fame to His Majefty, by their Petition of the 297h. of Octo- 
ber laft, wherein they feem to intimat, that without fome fpecial 
Teftimonies and Evidence of His Majefty’s Gracious Favour, and 
Royal Protection, as well as the Affiftance of a Parliament, they 
could not wellexpeét, but that the beft of their Endeavours, for 
carrying on and fupporting an Undertaking of this Nature, mutt 
prove altogether vain : And therefore, their Petition confifted brief 
ly of two Articles, xf. That His Majefly would be gracioufly pleafed 
to take off the Force and Effects of thefe Proclamations ; And, Aly, 
That Fis Majefty would allow the Parliament to meet im November /a/z, 


it being adjourn d till that time. 
E They 
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a 
They at the fame time Addrefs'd His Majefty’s moft Honourable 
Privy Council, with relation to the Contents of their faid Petition 
to. His Majefty; But what the Privy Council did therein, I know. 
a not: And as tor His Majeftys Anfwer to the faid Petition, you have 
| already feen it, fo I fhall not prefume to make any Comments up- 
/ ae on it. ie : greets oy ; | 


an However the Council-General’ of the Company having, it feems, 
- about the beginning of this Month, refolved to Addrefs His Majelty,. 
S in a. moit Dutiful Manner, upon am other Head. And confidering, 
a tliat none of their former Addreffes or Petitions had fuch Succefs, as 


they could have wilh'd for, and that they were all trant{mitted, in 
the ordinary way, to the Secretary of State, in waiting for the times: 
they refolved to fend this Addrefs by one of their own Number, 
who fhould, at the fame time, have particular Inftrutions with re- 
lation to theContents oftheiriormer Petitions,and fhould carry along: 
with him Letters to the Secretaries of State, intimating His Bufi- 
ne{s and entreating their Concurrence. ee 
Whether this. Method may produce better Effects than their for- 
_ mer, Iknow not; but fome. People are pleafed to prognofticat, that 
a ifin this as well as in former Ages, there {hould happemto be any 
! fuch Favourites or Courtiers near his Majefties Perfon, as may per- 


a haps endeavour to make a Monopoly of the King’s Ear, that it will 

at never be pleafing to fuch to fee anyCorn_pafs by their ownMills;and 
a that therefore they may readily endeavour to give it a State-Turn: 

Ph But until | fee it, 1 fhall never fuer my felfto believe any fuch thing; 

fu for as the King is a Gracious Prince, fo his Ears will be: equally o- 

ah pen to all his People. 

a [am informed, That the Weft-India Merchants, or at leaft their: 
aa Agents at London, are now preparing a Reprefentation to be made 


I ( if not already done ) complaining that the Proclamations which 
Li were publithed in thePlantations, tiri¢tly forbidding them to carry 
or fell Provifions or other Neceflaries to the Scots Colony, are con- 

ii trary totheir Rights and Liberties, and prejudicial to their Interefts; 
oh and that the Friends of the feveral Governours, who publifh’d thofe- 
Pro-. 
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Proclamations happening to Head thereof, are endeavouring to ftif- 
| fle thefe Complaints as much as they can: But what Truth there 
may be in this, a little time mutt thew. 7 i 

{amlikewife juft now teld, thathis Majefty has been gracioufly 
pleafed to declare that he knew nothing of thole Weft-India Proclama- 
tions, till he had feen Copies of them come from thence: And if in- 
deed it be true, that his Majefty has faid fo ( asThope itis) I rec- 
kon it would be no very hard Matter to. name fome few Perfons 
| who have a great deal to anfwer for. | 
| [remember the judicious Montaigne,in his politicalEflays,obferves it,as 
a Misfortune commonly incidentto a Nation that is under the Goverr = 
ment ofaPrince living in anotherCountry,That any Nation fo flated,is 
feldom or never Gevernd according to the real Inclination of the 
| Prince, orthe true Intereft of thePeople; fo muchas according to the 
Humors, Atections, and Defigns of his Minifters: For that he feeing 
| only with their Eyes, and hearing but withtheir Ears,cannot poflibly 
| know the true State, Condition and Intereft of a Diftant Nation, nor 

the Humors and !nclinations of its Inhabitants, any thing near fo well 
| as if he lived amongit them. | 

Seneca in his Treatife of Benefits, puts the Queftion, Quid omnia 
poffidentibus deeft ? What cana Man want that has every thing? And 
the anfwers himfelf, Ze qui verum dicat. One that will tell him the 
Truth. And really of all Men living, I think Kings and Princes 
(and moft in need of having fuch Men near their Perfons. 

And I with, from my Heart, That all thofe who, at any time, 
have occafion to be at the Helm of publick Affairs in any Kingdom 
or State whatfoever, would ferioufly confider what the Learned and | 
wife Statefman; Sir Francis Bacon obferves by way of Precaution, 5 
in his Judicious and Celebrated Effays.. “ As for Difcontentments | 
| “<( fays he ) they are in the politick Body like to Humors in the 
| “¢ Natural, which are apt to gather preter-natural Heat, and to en- 

“dame. And let no Prince meafure the Danger of them by this, 
‘© whether they be Juft or Unjuft: For that were to imagine People , 
; E 2 a to 
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“tg be too Reafonable, who do often Spurn at their own Good : 
“‘ Nor yet by this, whether the Griefs whereupon they rife, be in 
“Fat oreat or fall; for they arethe moft dangerous Difcontent- 
“ ments, where the Fear is greater than the Feeling. Do/endi mo- 
&¢ dus, Timendi non item. Belides, in great Oppreflions, the fame 
things that provoke the Patience, do withal mate the Courage ;. 
¢ but in Fears it is not fo. Neither let any Prince or State be fe- 
«© cure concerning Difcontentments, becaufe they have been. often, 
“ oy have been long ; and yet no Peril hath enfued: For as it is true, 
“‘ that every Vapour or Fume doth not turn into a Storm; fo it is. 
“ neverthelefs true, that Storms, tho’ they blow over divers times, 
“ vet may fall at laft: And as the Spani/b Proverb noteth well, The 

“ Cord breaketh at the laft, by the weakeft Pull 
One Material Paflage I had almoft forgot: Upon the firft Advice 
that the Council-General of the Company had of the Colony’s fafe 
Arrival and Settlement in Darien, they gave His Majefty an Account 
thereof, by a very Dutiful Letter, bearing Date at Edinburgh, the 
317. Day of March lat, wherein they. particularly condefcended 
upon its being ‘‘ a Place Uninhabited, and never before poffefs’d by 
““ any European Prince or State whatfoever, and that upon the Re- 
‘¢ queft, and with the Confent of the Neighbouring Natives, they 
“‘ Landed and Settled there, ( whieh confequently made it a Place 
precifely in the Terms of His Majefty’s Acts of Parliament and Let- 
ters Patent ) “‘ And withal, that they were pofitively informed, 
‘© that the French had a Defign upon all that Coaft, or at leaft to 
* make a Settlement fome where thereabouts ; And therefore hum- 
“ bly offered to His Majefty’s Confideration, how that. the firm 
*€ Settlement of the Scots Colony there, might be a Means of pre- 
“venting, or at leaft, leflening the evil Confequences that might 
% arife to His Majefty's Kingdoms and Dominions every where, by — 
““ the Settlement of any powerful Forreign Neighbour in, upon, or 
** near any. part of that Coaft; And therefore confidently expected 
* His Majefty’s Royal Favour and Protection,. in the Mant 
of, 
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“ of fuch an Important Settlement, as having, in all the Steps of 


“ their Conduct, through the whole Courfe of this Affair, flridly 
“ obferved the Conditions required by the faid Acts.of Parliament, 


and Letters Patent.. 


~ “and in another Letter, at the fame time, to both the Secreta- 
ries of State; they have, amongft feveral other Particulars, the fol- 
lowing Paragraph: “ As to the French Defigns of fettling thereabouts, 
( meaning on the Coatt of Darien) “ it is a Point not to be doubted 


of. for, in order thereunto, they have already been Tampering 


“with feveral of the Natives, {ome of whom they have endeavou- 
<“¢ red to have carried into France ; and we have very good reafon 
“ to believe, that a further Progrefs had been made in that Matter 


« before now, were it not the dayly Expectations which that Court 
@ had of the King of Spain's Death. Which, we humbly conceive, 


<¢ ic a. Matter worthy of His Majefty’s Confideration, and of no 
“ (mall Concern to the Intereft of his whole Dominions, tho’ this. 
“ Nation, and our Company, may feem to be more immediatly 
<¢ interefted at prefent. : 
Andto certifie further, That the French defigns upon that Coaft did 
not confit in Imagination only; Mr. Paterson, one of the Councel- 
lours of the Colony,. and Captain Robert Drummond, Commander of 
one of the Company's Ships the Caledonia, have, by Declaration un- 
der their Hands, fignified to the Directors, the Contents of a Letter 
written in March laft, by the Governour of Portobell to the Com- 
mander ofa French Sloop, which was imployed by the Spaniards to 
perfwade the Jndians ofthe Samballo’s to join againtt the Scors Colo-. 
ny at Caledonia. ‘The Letter was written in Spanifh, and found ina 
Bottle by fome of our Colony on board of the faid Sloop, near the 
Samballos, where fhe was leit deferted and owned by no Body;. and 
the Contents of the faid Letter is in Subftance as followeth. Szr, 
have rece:ved Advice from Monfieur Du Cals, Governour of Petitgua- 


vis, wherein he affures me, that rather than fail, be will come himfelf 


in Rerfon; but however, be will fend four Friggois to alfift us in reoting 
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the Scots out of Darien. ou may affure Ambrofio, Corbet, Pedro, 
and the reft of the indians ef the Samballos, That if they continue to help, 
and keep Corre/pondence with the Scots, that not only the Spaniards, 
but likewife the French, willrevenge it upon them: But if on the con- 
trary, they will join with us to deftroy and root out thefe Scots, they 
fball be well rewarded and gratified for their Pains. 

[ hall make no Reflections on this Matter, nor {hall T pretend to 
Prophefy; but any one of but an ordinary reach in Speculation,may 
eafily fee, that it's very podible there may be fuch a JunQure of time, 
that the Erglifh Nation may come to with, that this Company had 
never met with fuch unreafonable ObtiruGions in the profecution of 
their Defigns, asthey have done: Nor am I out of Hopes of feeing, 
perhaps, tome of the wifeft Men of our Neighbouring Nation, be- 
come fo fentible of the Folly ,as well as the Injuttice of the unac- 
countable Treatment which the Company met with,that they may 
think it their Interefi,even to contribute to the Mantenance of {uch an 
importaat Settlement on that Zj#bmus, whichnow affords fo much 
Matter of Speculation to the moft confiderable Courts in Europe. 

: Praefiat fero fapere,.quam nunquam. 

My Lord, \ need not tell you the Ferment that the Body of the 
Nation feems te be in, upon Account of the Difafters and Misfor- 
tunes, that have attended the Undertakings ofthis Company; and 
really, fince the Affetions, as well as the Interefts of many People 
feem to be wrapt up in its Fate; I with, with all my Heart, that 
thofe at the Helm would think of falling upon fome agreeable Expe- 
dient, for quieting the Minds of People upon this Head, by doing 
fomething or other, that may let the World fee, that the Compa- 

_ny is not fo deftitute of Protection, in the Profecution of its Honeft 
and Lawful Undertakings, as now (alas/ ) it feems to be. 

_ Now if it fhould fo happen, that through the Stupid Ignorance of 
fome, the Supine Neglect and Indifference of others, the Induttri- 
ous Suggeftions and Malicious Detractions of a Third, the Dreaming 
Delufions and Imaginary Fears of a Fourth, the Servile and Merce- 
nary 
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nary Backwardne(fs of a Fifth, A oun Factions.and Divi- 
fions of a Sixth Sort of People, the Body of the Nation fhould be: 
difcouraged from concurring unanimoufly, in-reprefentiug the whole 
Nations Concern in this Matter to His Majefty, and in endeavouring 
to procure fome Gracious Marks of His Majeity’s Royal Favour and 
Protection to the Company; Or if that, through the want thereof, 
together with the Company's other Misfortunes, the Defigns of fo 
Noble, Great and Generous an Undertaking fhould happen’ to ke 
fruftrated, and that fomany brave Menasare lately fent to maintain 
the Company's Settlement in Darien; thould perifh in the 
Defign ( which God forbid ) as moft of thofe that went” 
on the firft Expedition did; then may we juftly expoftulat 
with Heaven in the Words of the Royal Pfalmift upon an other Oc-_ 
cafion, Thou wakeft us fae to our Neighbours, a Scoru anda De- 
rifion to them that are round abcut us. Thou makelt us a By-word among 
the Heathen, and a Shaking of the Head among the People, Pfalm 
44. 13. 14. : “eae 

Tut I am ftill. in Hopes of better Things, and that all thofe, in 
whofe Power it is, in their feveral Capacities, to contribute any 
thing towards the aiding, affifting, carrying on, {upporting or 
protecting this Noble and Juft Undertaking, will, fooner or later, 
be of Sir Francis Bacon’s Opinion, in his Excellent Effay upon Plan- 
tations, where he hath the following Words; The Principal Thing 
that hath been the Deftruction of moft Plantatiovs, hath been the Bafe 
and Hlafty Drawing of Profit in the firft Tears : It ws true, Speedy Proftt 
is not to be neglected, as far as may fland with the Good of the Plantatz- 
on, but no further. ‘Then, after having given his full Acvice and 


Opinion, in many Ufeful Particulars, in the Way and Manner of 


Settling and Carrying on aPlantation, he concludes exprefiy thus = 


It is the Sinfulleft Thing in the World, to forfake or defiitute a Planta-. 


tion once in Forwardnefs; for befides the Difboncur, it is Gualtine/s of 
Blood of many Commiferable Perfons : 
Zune cede malis, fed contra audentior ite 
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My Lord, Yam not ignorant of my own Incapacity, for Difcut- 
fing Judicioufly fuch Intricat Points, as are interwoven throughout - 
this Letter: But according to the Information that I have had, 
( which I dare fay is pretty good ) Ihave endeavoured, as near as] 
could, to place every particular Matter of Fact in its due Place, ac-— 
cording to Order of Time, and to affert nothing as fuch, but what 
I have unqueftionable ground to believe is Truth. | : 
Ihave ftudied throughout the whole to fhun Perfonal Reflections 
as muchas poflible, but ifany particular Perfon fancy to himfelf, 
that he is comprehended under this or that general head, let him 
blame his own A@tions for bringing him under any difagreeable Pre- 
dicament: If I feem to fhew any more than Ordinary Zeal in the juft 
Vindication of the Management, it is becaufe I have feen it fo very 
lately attacked in fuch a publick manner as was not expected. Iam, 


| My Lord, 
our Lordjbip’s moft obedient Servant. | 
AS 
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